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Shagqiq of balkhi a contemporary of rabia seem
to have been the first who established the love
for god as the highest station of the mystic in his
adab al-ibadat on of earliest extant sufie texts he
divides the stations of mystics into four parts:

A: abstinence (zuhd)

B:fear (khawf)

C:longing for pardis (shawq ila al- jannaand)

D: love whch is the highest station.

Itis god who causes man to love him.

However only the on who wants to love god
does he enable him to do so.

Also shqiq poits out that when a man rcaches
the highest station of divine love he still remains
in the three other statations.

All the four stations are comparcd to sources of
light star (@bstinence and fear)

the moon (longing for paradise) and the sun
(love for god) while the light of the sun blots out
other sources of light it dose not cancel them in
other words while the love for god overcomes a
man it docs not cancel his abstinence fear of god
and longing for paradise.

ernst rightly observes that in this classification
the term longing (shawq) is here reserved for
loging for paradise while in later discussions of
love it is another mode of the souls desire for god.

it seems that the early Sufis concern with
establishing the primacy of the love of god
succeeded in excluding the desire for paradise
as a legitimate gool of mysticism.

Hen ceforth loging can only be directed toward
god. (@brahamov.y--v: yA-v4)
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