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It was in that dard, one- and- a- half- rouble
dwelling that Ekaterina gave birth to three
children in the years from 1875 to 1878. All
three died soon after birth.
Ekaterina was hardly twenty when on 21
December 1879 she gave birth to a fourth
child. By a freak of for- tune this child was to
grow into a healthy, wiry and self- willed boy.
At baptism he was given the name of Joseph;
and so the local Greek Orthodox priest, who
acted as registrar, recorded the appearance
in this world of Joseph Vissarionovich
Djugashvili, later to become famous undr the
name of Joseph Stalin.[p.2]
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Perhaps in 1875, perhaps a year or two
befor, a yong Caucasian. Vissarion lvanovich
(son of Ivan) Djugashvili set out from the
village Didi-Lilo. Near Tif-lis, the capital of
Caucasus, to settle in the little Geor-gian

country town of Gori.[p.1]
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